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DBERLIN CHARTS NEW PATHS TO UNITY 


he first North American Faith and Order 
erence held at Oberlin, Ohio, Sept. 3-10, 
d a message to the churches which said, 
we invite our brethren to engage in this task 
dy and self-examination, we also covet 
hem the renewal of joy, expectancy, and 
that has been ours in this conference.” 
what will undoubtedly be known in church 
es as “The Oberlin Conference” some 300 
bates and another 200 unofficial observers, 
Itants, and visitors from a wide range of 
hes sat down together in small groups to 
uss “The Nature of the Unity We Seek.” 
ponsored by the Canadian Council of 


Churches, the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A., and the U.S. Conference 
for the World Council of Churches, the confer- 
ence was the result of two years of careful 
preparation under the direction of Dr. Paul 
Minear of the Yale Divinity School faculty. 

“There were many disagreements but no one 
was disagreeable,” one woman summed it up. 
What was surprising to many was that “1 be 
agreement on our given unity in faith has been 
both wide and deep.” 

“Even our differences, which usually form 
so dreary a catalogue, have been redefined in 
novel and stimulating ways, and we are not left 
with the impasse of two lists of irreconcilable 
doctrines,” said a report from the major divi- 
sion which treated unity in terms of “faithful- 
ness to the eternal gospel.” 

“In an area where differences are both an- 
cient and stubborn, quick or easy answers would 
be superficial if not wrong. And it is scarcely 
surprising that some sections found themselves 
baffled by difficulties which, in the past, have 
often proved their power to keep Christians 
apart.” 

Old problems appeared in new light; partici- 
pants in the section meetings achieved “more 
sympathetic understanding of unfamiliar con- 
victions and a deeper charity toward those who 
hold different views from their own.” 

“Our unity is a divine gift, not a human 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. CAVERT 
AT “FRIENDS” LUNCHEON 


A tribute to Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert is one 
of the special features of the annual luncheon 
meeting of the “Friends of the World Council 
of Churches”. The meeting is scheduled for 
1 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 10, at Brick Presbyterian 
Church, New York City. 

Dr. Cavert retires at the end of this year as 
the executive secretary of the New York office 
of the World Council of Churches. He came to 
the World Council in 1954 afer completing 
thirty-five years with the National Council of 
Churches. He was honored by the Central Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches this 
summer for his leading role in the ecumenical 
movement. 

A distinguished churchman from abroad will 
speak. Reservations can be made by phoning or 
writing to the New York office of the World 
Council of Churches (WA 4-8551). 


Oberlin 
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achievement. So far as unity is God’s endow- 
ment of His Church, it is ours already; so far as 
it is our response in obedience to His will, we 
sadly lack it,” the report of Division I stated. 

“We want unity—otherwise we would not be 
here; but we are not unified in our understand- 
ing of the unity we seek,” Division I's report 
admitted, 

All the reports stressed that unity could not 
be equated with uniformity. “There is a wide- 
spread fear that we shall find ourselves com- 
mitted to a ‘monolithic’ structure which will 
smother variety, vitality, freedom, and spon- 
taneity.” 

One speaker, chairman of Division III, Dr. 
Merrimon Cuninggim, dean of Perkins School 
of Theology, Southern Methodist University, 
Dallas, Texas, said, “the nature of this unity we 
seek is not as mysterious as we would like to 
pretend that it is.” 

Three propositions were advanced by the di- 
vision dealing with theological issues: unity be- 
longs to the essential nature of the Church; that 
unity must be made visible to the world in a 
measure greater than that in which the corporate 
life of our churches manifests it; and it must 
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Dr. Robert Tobias, Indianapolis, Ind., presi 
an Oberlin Division meeting. 


provide freedom for an extensive mea 
diversity. 

“In our divided state we are not meeting! 
demands of our age; our ineffectiveness ims 
sion compels us to y heed more closely the Bib 
demands for unity. 
4 
Local Congregations 


The division which studied organizati 
structures stressed that “the individual Chris 


has membership in the Church Uniiva 
through the local congregation.” Both 


“manifest unity of the Church and the | 
problems confronting churches as they see 
heed the Lord's call to unity must be cone? 
of the local congregation.” 

“This demand can no longer be evaded on} 
solely to larger ecclesiastical units,’ Divisi 
warned, 

The local church can reveal its ecumer} 
spirit by engaging in tasks basic “to the 4 
and service of the Church” in cooperation > 
members of other denominations. Divisio 
listed such basic areas as ecumenical wors 
evangelism; social action, including “a Chris 
critique of basic social structures” and the ed 
lishment of a responsible society under} 
Lordship of Christ; education and actions 
peace; promotion of Christian family life; e4 
nation of race and class distinction; and C 
tian education. 

“As Christians of a local congregation e 
faithfully in these enterprises their vision i 
larged, and as they do these things with 0 
ecumenical fellowship is deepened,” 
said. 
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-aymen's Committee to Aid 
Brussels Protestant Pavilion 


A volunteer laymen’s committee has under- 
the job of raising $100,000 in the United 
s for the Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels 
id's Fair to be held in 1958. 

Co-chairmen of the committee to aid the 
stant minority in Belgium in its efforts to 
nt a Protestant witness at the international 
ition are Mrs. Theodore Wedel of Wash- 
on, D.C., president of the United Church 
Women, and Mr. Charles C. Parlin, prominent 
odist layman and member of the Central 
ymmittee of the World Council of Churches. 
The Protestant project was initiated by a 
ae p in Belgium, led by Pastor Pieter Fagel. 
elgium is a predominately Roman Catholic 
ountry with Protestants numbering only 7,500 
in a population of 8,500,000. 

The Central Committee of the World Council 
bf Churches has commended the project as 
worthy of support. The United Bible Societies 
ave arranged to have an exhibit and pledged 
10,000 toward the building. A design for a 
small but fine” modern building which will 
ater be used as an ecumenical youth center has 
seen praised by the chief architect of the fair. 
Chief problem now is raising the remainder 
of the money required for building and operat- 
og the exhibit. Thirty-five million people are 
expected to attend the Brussels Fair in the 
beriod from April to October, 1958. 

The U.S. committee, stimulated by the Bel- 
ian’s determination to serve all of Protestant- 
sm in its exhibit, is making the first real effort 
ro let Americans know they have an opportunity 
0 join in the witness, according to Miss Ella 
Harllee of Washington, D.C., who has been 
erving as chairman of the International Chris- 
‘ian Committee. 


New Faith and Order Secretary 


The Rev. Keith R. Brid- 
ston, Ph.D., formerly a mis- 
sionary teacher in Indo- 
nesia, is the new executive 
secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Faith and Order 
of the World Council of 
Churches. The one-year ap- 
pointment began in Sep- 
tember. 

A native of Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, he was pro- 
fessor on the faculty of theology, Nommensen 
University, Pematang, Siantar, Sumatra, Indo- 
nesia, from 1954 to May 1957. In 1952-53 
he was visiting professor at the Higher Theo- 
logical Faculty, Djakarta, Java, Indonesia. 

The Faith and Order Commission has been 
described as the only fully international and 
interconfessional body which has as its sole 
purpose the unity of all Christian people. Re- 
tiring secretary of the department and the com- 
mission is Dr. J. Robert Nelson, who was recent- 
ly elected dean of Vanderbilt University School 
of Religion, Nashville, Tenn. 

Dr. Bridston, a minister of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, was on the staff of the World’s 
Student Christian Federation in Geneva, Switz- 
erland, from 1949 to 1952. He was a traveling 
secretary with special responsibility for the Fed- 
eration’s work among theological students. 

A graduate of Yale College (B.A. 1944), the 
new Faith and Order secretary received his 
Bachelor of Divinity degree from Yale Divinity 
School in 1945. He also did graduate work at 
Luther Theological Seminary and Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 

In 1949 he studied at New College, Edin- 
burgh University, where he received a Ph.D. de- 
gree in divinity. 


Inquiries and gifts may be sent to: Brussels 
Protestant Pavilion, Room 1005, 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York 10, N.Y. Checks for this purpose 
should be made out to “Friends of the World 
Council of Churches” but clearly marked “For 
Protestant Pavilion.” 


Proposed Protestant Pavilion for Brussels World’s 
Fair. It is to be used later as an ecumenical youth 
center or seaside chapel. 
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BOOK NEWS 


Three books will be published by Bethany 
Press as a follow-up of the North American 
Conference on Faith and Order held in Ober- 
lin, O. The Nature of the Unity We Seek will 
be edited by Dr. Paul S. Minear; the second 
volume, containing a study course for local 
churches based on conference discussions, will 
be edited by the Rev. George L. Hunt; and the 
third book will be a symposium, edited by Dr. 
J. Robert Nelson. 

The first book to be published (in January ) 
is the official report of the conference. The Na- 
ture of the Unity We Seek which will cost $4. 
The study guide will be off the press by Febru- 
ary and will sell for $1. 


The Plan of Church Union in North India 
and Pakistan is available from the New York 
office of the World Council of Churches for 
$.50. It is the result of a Round Table Confer- 
ence, which has been meeting since 1929. This 
is the third revised edition. 


Four new titles have been added in the series 
of World Christian Books “covering the whole 
range of the Christian faith in the modern 
world.” 

Twenty of the books have been published to 
date in the United States by Association Press, 
291 Broadway, New York 7, N.Y. The series is 
sponsored by the International Missionary Coun- 
cil and cooperating agencies in the U.S.A., Can- 
ada, and Great Britain. 

The books sell for $1.25 each. New titles are: 

Living with the Gospel by D. T. Niles. The 
author “helps us to read the Gospels as they 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Library-Pacifiec School of Rel i|gi Bermit No. 3103 
Scenic Ave. 


Calif. 
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Berkley, 
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were read by the first Christians, as a contimt 
challenge to faith and decision and to actio 

Livingstone in Africa by Cecil Northe 
A short biography of the explorer-mi 
based on his own writing and observations, 
cluding new material only recently available. 


Christ's Messengers by C. F. D. Moule 
leading English authority on the New T 
ment draws a picture of the Church in I 
Testament days and relates it to the twent 
century. 

Japanese Witnesses for Christianity by 
michi Ebizawa. Short biographies of Japat 
Christian leaders. 
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Legal Notice of Meeting of 


FRIENDS OF THE y 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, ING. 


The regular Annual Meeting of the FRIENDS 
OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 
INC., will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, 
cember 10, 1957, at the Brick Presbyteri 
Church, Park Avenue and 91st Street, New 
York City. At this meeting business will 
transacted, reports of the year’s work made, 
and members of the Board of Directors elected. 


Attest: HENRY SMITH LEIPER, Secretary. ’ 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthil 
bulletin published by the United States Conferen 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 os 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thomps 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Cotnd 
unites 165 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestad 
communions in 50 countries. Neither tk 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
responsible for opinions quoted in its columm@ 
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ae anniversary of the Hungarian revolution is 
ctober 23. This picture of a border crossing is 
e cover of a Special Report on Hungary pub- 
hed by the World Council of Churches’ Divi- 
on of Interchurch Aid and Service to Refugees. 


Christians around the world gathered at the 
mmunion table on Sunday, October 6, for the 
8th annual observance of World Wide Com- 
ion Sunday. 

Begun in 1936 by a small group of ministers 
n an effort to meet our spiritual needs in de- 
Fession days,” it has grown since 1939 into 
world-wide observance in more than fifty 
yuntries. The Department of Evangelism of the 
ational Council of Churches, sponsors the ob- 
irvance. 

PAN: Japan gained 75,963 Christians dur- 
g 1956, according to the Japanese Christian 
tear Book just published in Tokyo. The gain 
Frings to 583,589 the number of Christians in 
pan. There are 322,135 Protestants, 227,063 
oman Catholics and 34,391 Eastern Orthodox. 


USTRIA: The foundation stone has been laid 
1 a new church in Voelkermarkt in Austria, 
Mowing an ecumenical youth work camp this 
mmer. The basement and foundations are the 
“st stage of a building to replace barracks 
lven in 1949 by the member churches of the 
Torld Council of Churches. 


RANCE: In many Roman Catholic churches 
France memorial services have been held 
yain this year for the victims of the Saint 
artholomew’s Eve massacre 385 years ago. The 
iggestion for the annual memorial services, 
hich have been held since 1937, came from 


AROUND THE WORLD 


the late Abbé Couturier of Lyons who, through- 
out his life, interceded for mutual understanding 
between the Christian confessions. 


ARGENTINA: The government of Argentina 
has rescinded an order given by the former 
Peron government prohibiting, “for reasons of 
security,” the erection of non-Roman Catholic 
churches in districts on the Argentinian fron- 
tiers. 


SWITZERLAND: The Swiss Bible Society, in 
an effort to make the Bible available to all 
through the spoken word, is giving away in- 
expensive record players. The machines, which 
operate by a crank handle, are being produced 
at low cost and distributed in Pakistan, Liberia, 
and Mexico. 


SWEDEN: The newspaper kiosks at the Stock- 
holm Central Railway Station are now also sell- 
ing Bibles. The Association of Christian Com- 
mercial Travellers, which has already distributed 
Bibles in hotels, has pioneered sales at the rail- 
way station. 


GERMANY: The transit camp for refugees at 
Friedland, near Hanover, Germany, where the 
German Evangelical “Hilfswerk” organization 
has extensive work, is to be enlarged. Trans- 
ports of refugees from the eastern provinces are 
reaching Friedland three times a week. Eight 
thousand newcomers arrive every month. 
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But the hope of Hungarian freedom fighters has 
been frustrated. These are among the many thou- 
sands who crossed the border only to be left in 
camps in Europe. 
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From 


The Oberlin Message to the Churches 


Gathered to consider the nature of the unity we seek, we give thanks for the unity we 
found. This unity not only exists but is entirely the gift of God’s grace and love. We are ¢ 
for this unity as we confess with one voice “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us’ 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord; and as we accept His commission to declare to all me 
good news of His victory. This is the Gospel which has ultimate power to shatter the h 
heart with wonder and shake the world with hope. 

As we have known a common joy in the unity we now possess, we have also felt 
mon sorrow over the continuing fact of our separations one from another. We acknowl 
one Lord; we also own the peril of calling him “Lord, Lord”, and failing to do the 
has commanded. We cannot forget that His prayer for the unity of His followers remaii 
fulfilled. Although some of our divisions arise out of loyalty to truth that we now see, we mu 
knowledge that Christ calls us to a fuller comprehension of truth and more obedient servic 
proclaim that Christ is the one Lord is to give Him pre-eminence over all else—over out 
cherished traditions. This we have not done. 

Yet God gives us hope. We do not see clearly the path that God has set before 
we are sure that He is leading us, and that at Oberlin He has given us new light. 

In this light we see that the Church is God’s Church and that the unity is His 1 
This unity, we believe, is to be: 

—A unity in Christ who died for us, is risen, regnant, and will come again to gatht 

gether all thing in His judgment and grace; 

—A unity in adoration of God,— one offering of wonder, love and praise; 

—A unity of declared faith, sounding the vast Amen of the whole Church’s believing T 

through all the centuries; 

—A unity of bearing one another's burdens and sharing one another's joys; 

—A unity in which every ministry is a ministry of and for all the members, bound toge 

er in a worshipping and sacramental community; 

—A unity in mission to the world, originating with, sustained by and offered to thé 

Christ, and conducted with such transparency of love and faithfulness that the world 
believe on Him; 

—A unity possessing rich variety in worship, life and organization. 

Our message to the Churches is an expression of desire and hope that something of wi 
we have thought, experienced and wrought during these days together may be shared widely y 
our fellow-Christians. 
(1) We commend a study of the reports of this Conference. We invite all Churches, aid 

these reports and findings, to engage with us in bringing their present life under the judgm 
of the Lord of the Whole Church as we struggle to understand the unity we seek. 
(2) We call upon every local church and congregation to examine the way in which it mal 
visible the nature of the Church of Christ. It is not only our separations as churches | 
denominations but in our social stratification, our racial segregation, our introversion 
self-content despite God’s summons to our mission to the world, that we deny and fet 
the unity He would offer us. . 
(3) We look for continuing advance in the practical unity of united action by churches and 
gregations, and, with the Lund Conference and the Evanston Assembly, we repeat to ) 
churches the question “whether they should not act together in all matters except thosé 
which deep differences of conviction compel them to act separately?” 
(4) We ask all Christians to pray unceasingly that the oneness of God’s people may be mani 
among men. 
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